
Volume 12, Issue 2 October 21, 2014 

 

Please e-mail your  
contributions for  

Update 28  
to: 

 
randycurr@sd28.bc.ca 

Link to Agendas and Minutes 
 

Are you wondering what was 
discussed at the last Board of 

Education Meeting, Finance Meeting, 
HR Committee Meeting or Health & 
Safety Committee Meeting? Follow 
the link below to view current and 
past agendas and minutes from 

these meetings. 
 
https://bcsd28.civicweb.net/Portal/ 

UPCOMING PUBLIC MEETING 
 

Regular Board Meeting 
Wednesday, November 19/14 

7:00—10:00 PM 

 
Health & Safety Committee Meeting  

Wednesday November 5/14 at 9:00 AM 
 

Human Resources Committee  
Thursday, October 30/14 

 
Finance Committee 

Thursday, October 30/14 

      
TrickTrickTrick---ororor---Treat BagsTreat BagsTreat Bags   

Use (and decorate) household items to 
collect candy in.  A bucket, pillowcase, 
or even an old bag can be decorated 
inexpensively at home—and reused year 
after year. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

October 24, 2014 - Prov. Pro D Day 
November 10, 2014 - NI Day (rescheduled from Sept. 26) 

November 11, 2014 - Remembrance Day 
November 28, 2014 - NI Day 

Lhats’as?in Memorial Day 

150th Year Commemora�on 

Sunday October 26, 2014 

 

Welcoming, Opening Statements by Tsilhqot’in Chiefs 

Loca�on: GR Baker Memorial Hospital 

10am - 12pm 

Please bring your own lawn chair.   

 

The 150th year commemora�on of the six Tsilhqot’in 

Chiefs who fought for our land and people. We take this 

day to witness the Province formally recognize the 

wrongful hangings of our Chiefs during the Chilco�n War 

of 1864/65. 



 



‘USKEH TS’IYAOWH ‘ULHGHA HABUTS’ UDOOLHTI   -  EVERY CHILD MATTERS 

School Districts #27 and #28, the cities of Quesnel, Williams Lake and 100 Mile House and the Cariboo Regional District observed  the 2nd annual 
ORANGE SHIRT DAY on September 30th.  LeBourdais Park saw over 200 adults, children, officials and survivors of residential schools gather to 
recognize and unveil a monument in memory of residential school survivors and a carving recognizing the 6 Tsilhqot’in Chiefs that were hanged in 
Quesnel in 1864. This was a powerful and moving tribute to our local First Nations and Metis peoples and one of our first steps in Truth and Rec-
onciliation.  Reconciliation starts when we listen with open hearts to the stories of Residential School Survivors.  
 
WHAT IS ORANGE SHIRT DAY?  

Orange shirt day is a tribute to those who survived Indian Residential Schools and those who did not. Phyllis Webstad’s story of her Orange shirt 
is a symbol of the loss of belonging and belongings faced by generations of residential school children.  Saint Joseph’s Mission (Cariboo Residen-
tial  School ) is where generations of Southern Carrier, Chilcotin and Shuswap children attended from ages 5-18. SJM was located a short dis-
tance from Williams Lake and operated from 1886-1981. This history belongs to all of us. It continues to affect our communities today.  

 

In the spirit of Truth and Reconciliation                          Watch, listen and learn 

Phyllis Webstad’s “Orange Shirt” video http://www.sjmcommemorationevents.com/videos.html 
BC Truth and Reconciliation Survivors Statements (September 18-21, 2013) http://www.sjmcommemorationevents.com/videos.html  just click on 
‘videos’ on the tv screen 

http://www.livestream.com/trc_cvr (archived statements from Truth and Reconciliation Canada) 

Apology to former students of Indian Residential Schools given in the 
House of Commons, June 11, 2008 http://www.pm.gc.ca/eng/

media.asp?id=2149 

In response to the Apology by the Canadian Federal Government in 
2008, a BC singer/songwriter Gary Fjellgaard wrote a song called "I 
Apologize".  It's 4:08 minutes, I just listened to it, for the umpteenth 
time and I still cry, healing tears though. Have a listen, grab some 
tissue: (Phyllis W.) http://www.fjellgaard.bc.ca/samples/I-

Apologize.mp3  

This is history that is being taught in British Columbia. This is history 
that is being taught in Quesnel schools at many grade levels and in 
many classes. Books and resources are available for parent review at 
schools and at http://www.abed.sd28.bc.ca/Untold%20Story%

20details.pdf  . 

Please take time to learn about this part of Canada’s history. Take 
time to talk with your children. If you have any questions regarding the 
teaching of residential school history at your school, please contact 
your child’s teachers and/or principals. 
 



 

 

  

 

 TŜILHQOT’IN NATIONAL GOVERNMENT  
253 – 4th Avenue North � Williams Lake, BC V2G 4T4 � Phone (250) 392-3918 � Fax (250) 398-5798  

 

 

Lhats’as?in Memorial Day and the Chilco�n War  

 

From a �me before the founding of the Province of Bri�sh Columbia, the Tsilhqot’in people have steadfastly pro-

tected their lands, culture, way of life including the need to protect the women and children from external 

threats – o#en at great sacrifice. The events of the Chilco�n War of 1864 exemplify the for�tude and the unwa-

vering resistance that defines Tsilhqot’in iden�ty to this very day.  

 

When the Colony of Bri�sh Columbia was established in 1858, the Tsilhqot’in people con�nued to govern and 

occupy their lands according to their own laws, without interference, and with minimal contact with Europeans. 

However, the Colonial government encouraged European se.lement and opened lands in Tsilhqot'in territory for 

pre-emp�on by se.lers without no�ce to the Tsilhqot’in or any efforts at diplomacy or treaty-making.  

In 1861, se.lers began to pursue plans for a road from Bute Inlet through Tsilhqot’in territory, to access the new 

Cariboo gold fields. At the same �me, Tsilhqot’in rela�ons with se.lers became strained from the outset, as 

waves of smallpox decimated Tsilhqot’in popula�ons (along with other First Na�ons along the coast and into the 

interior).  

 

Between June of 1862 and January 1863, travellers es�mated that over 70 percent of all Tsilhqot’in died of small-

pox.  

 

Some Tsilhqot’in ini�ally worked on the road crew at Bute Inlet, but the unauthorized entry into Tsilhqot’in terri-

tory, without compensa�on, and numerous other offences by the road crew soon escalated the situa�on. 

Tsilhqot’in women and children were disrespected and abused, labourers were refused food, and demands by 

the Tsilhqot’in for payment for entry into Tsilhqot’in territory were denied.  

 

In a pivotal encounter, a road-builder accused the Tsilhqot’in crew of the#, to which they answered, “you are in 

our country and you owe us bread.” In response, the road-builder wrote down the names of the Tsilhqot’in in a 

book and threatened to eliminate them with smallpox.  

 

In the wake of the smallpox epidemics only months before – decima�ng over two-thirds of the Tsilhqot’in popu-

la�on, this threat was taken very seriously. Tsilhqot’in declared war.  

 

Customary to Tsilhqot’in culture the war group covered their faces in war paint, dancing and drumming in an all-

night ceremony. At dawn on April 30, 1864, the group of Tsilhqot’in warriors, led by Lhats’as?in, a.acked and 

killed most of the men comprising the main and advance camps of the road crew, effec�vely ending the incursion 

into Tsilhqot’in territory and the threats of smallpox and abuse. The Tsilhqot’in party suffered no casual�es. 

  

Over the ensuing days, the Tsilhqot’in warriors effec�vely removed all se.lers from their lands, 

forcibly and by death if warnings went unheeded. By June 1864, the road project was 

abandoned and there was no se.ler ac�vity between the Pacific Ocean and the Fraser River, a 

span of 400 km. 



Meanwhile, Colonial authori�es launched what the new Governor called “an invasion” of two 

mili�a groups, about 150 men. The two mili�as wandered without success through Tsilhqot’in 

territory, unable to engage or locate the Tsilhqot’in war par�es in territory that was unknown 

to them but in�mately known to the Tsilhqot’in. 

 

Frustrated and desperate, the mili�a threatened the Tsilhqot'in with extermina�on, burned homes at Puntzi 

and Sutless (Nimpo Lake), destroyed fishing equipment and a.empted to 

hinder food gathering. The mili�a's only casualty was a former H.B.C. trader regarded as a 

leader of those who disrespected the Tsilhqot'in. The Tsilhqot’in lured him into an ambush for 

execu�on. 

 

On July 20th, unable to persuade any Tsilhqot'in to betray the war party and out of ra�ons, the 

Governor made plans to withdraw in defeat. That a#ernoon, a Tsilhqot'in diploma�c party 

came to his camp. This, finally, was the first ever mee�ng between Tsilhqot'in and Colonial 

representa�ves. 

 

In the ensuing nego�a�ons, Colonial officials promised a peace accord under a flag of truce. 

However, when Lhats’as?in and seven others came unarmed for this discussion of peace on 

August 15, 1864, the Governor was not there. To their surprise they were shackled and tried for 

murder. Lhats’as?in's final comment about these trials was that “We meant war, not murder.” 

 

In the spring of 1865 the officials ambushed Ahan, the Tsilhqot’in headman from Sutless, as he 

was on his way to pay repara�ons for any harm to innocents as a result of the Chilco�n War. 

 

When the Colony martyred five of “the Chilco�n Chiefs” on October 26, 1864 this was one of 

the largest mass execu�ons in Canadian history. A mostly First Na�ons crowd of 250 people 

bore witness to the hangings. The sixth, Ahan, was hanged July 18, 1865. 

 

Many of those who survived the smallpox epidemics or par�cipated in “The Chilco�n War” 

went on to have long lives and large families with many of the Tsilhqot'in today coun�ng them as ancestors. 

 

Although an apology was issued by the A.orney General of Bri�sh Columbia, Honourable Colin 

Gabelman, in 1993 for the wrongs done to the Tsilhqot’in before and a#er the Chilco�n War, 

the false promise of a truce by Bri�sh Columbia weighs heavily on the Tsilhqot’in to this day. 

In 1999, the Province unveiled a memorial plaque marking the gravesite of the five Tsilhqot'in 

chiefs who were executed in the immediate a#ermath of the Chilco�n War.  In part, it reads: 

 

This commemora�ve plaque has been raised to honour those who lost their lives in 

defence of the territory and the tradi�onal way of life of the Tsilhqot'in and to express 

the inconsolable grief that has been collec�vely experienced at the injus�ce the 

Tsilhqot'in perceive was done to their chiefs.1 

 

For 150 years, the Tsilhqot’in people have honoured the Chiefs that lost their lives a#er the 

Chilco�n War for sacrificing everything in defence of their lands and their peoples. Such 

commitment and sacrifice con�nue to inspire the Tsilhqot’in leadership and communi�es, as 

they have fought relentlessly over the intervening 150 years to preserve their lands and culture 

in the face of ever-increasing threats from the outside world. 

 



The day that the five Chiefs were hanged in Quesnel, October 26, is honoured as a na�onal 

memorial day by the Tsilhqot’in people, known as Lhats’as?in Memorial day, formally 

established in 1999. This October 26, 2014, marks the 150 year commemora�on of the as ancestors. 

hangings. On this day, the Premier of Bri�sh Columbia has agreed to formally redress the 

injus�ce of the wrongful trial and hanging of the six Tsilhqot’in chiefs. 

 

The Supreme Court of Canada’s historic judgment in Tsilhqot’in Na�on marks another landmark 

in the history of the Tsilhqot’in people and their con�nuing struggle for recogni�on as the true 

owners and caretakers of their Tsilhqot’in homeland. 150 years a#er the events of the 

Chilco�n War, the Tsilhqot’in people con�nue to honour the past, and those that sacrificed so 

much to protect their way of life, as they chart the future for their na�on. 

 

The Tsilhqot’in Chiefs thank those who plan to join them in witnessing the redress of their War 

Chiefs on October 26, 2014 in Quesnel, Bri�sh Columbia. 

 

1 Tsilhqot'in Na�on v. Bri�sh Columbia, 2007 BCSC 1700, para. 331. 


